DEVICE DETECTIVE HELPER
TASK: To identify the language features used by _____________ (author’s name) during the reading of  _______________________
	PUNCTUATION TYPES

	Commas ,
* used for more than one occurrence of people, places or things
(e.g. Dad, Mum and I)
	Apostrophes ‘
* to shorten words/contract words 

(e.g. can’t , don't)
	Apostrophes ‘
* to show possession or ownership 
(e.g. Dad’s car, Mum’s shoes, my friend’s house)
	Exclamation Marks !
* to show  dramatic effective or emphasis
	Question Marks ?
* to ask questions to get the reader to think about a topic (rhetorical questions)

* to have a character(s) ask  a question of another character(s)

	Talking/Quotation Marks “”

* to show dialogue / talking

	Brackets / Parentheses ( )

* to add more detail 

* to provide background information
We played pinky towers (a game we made where you have to make a tower completely out of pink cards) and it was fun! 


	Semi-Colons ;

* to connect two sentences that make sense when on their won by eliminating the pause between the two sentences without using ‘and’, ‘but’ or ‘yet’

(e.g. The winged horses took off into the night; their shadows danced on the rooftops.)

* used before however, therefore, on the other hand, thus, of course
(e.g. You should get your brakes fixed; otherwise, you might have an accident.)

	Colons ;
* are often used to introduce a list of items. 
(e.g. You will need to bring three things to the party: some food, something to drink, and a small gift for the hostess.)

*to introduce an explanation or a definition of something 

(e.g.  I'll tell you what I'm going to do: I'm going to quit!

Elephant (noun): a large grey mammal found in Africa and India.

	Inverted Commas ‘’

* to show quotes

	
	
	

	Short sentences (1-6 words)

* to build dramatic effect
	Dashes / Hyphens
	
	

	USING ADJECTIVES, VERBS AND NOUNS

	Adding Detail: Who

* about the character(s)
	Adding Detail: When

* about when something happened
	Adding Detail: Where

* to describe a setting
	Adding Detail: Why

* about why a choice was made
	Adding Detail: How

* about how something happened

	Repetition
* words repeated to build tension / drama

(e.g. Surely not, surely she would come to her senses! )
	Prepositions

* to that describe a position or location of a person, place or thing 

(e.g. in, under, over, through, around)
	Adverbs
* usually modifies a verb  / typically answer questions such as how?, in what way?, when?, where?, and to what extent?
(e.g. slowly, quickly, suddenly, yesterday, now, there) 
	Adverbial Phrases

*  is a phrase that acts as an adverb within a sentence.

(e.g. very sleepily, all too suddenly, oddly enough, perhaps shockingly for us)
	Connectives
* See the classroom wall for examples *

	
	
	
	
	2A sentences

* Sentences that start with 2 adjectives

	Pronouns

* to stop repeating names of people or things 
(e.g. I, he, she, they, we, them, one)
	Figurative Language

* metaphors (when what you say doesn't exactly mean what you said: e.g. I had butterflies in my stomach)
* similes (when you compare two different things using as or like: e.g. she was as red as a rose, he jumped up like a cat on a hot tin roof)

* personifications (referring to an object like a living thing e.g. the car purred, the machine shook)
	Alliteration

Using words that start with the same letter.

E.g. “Giant green gorillas.”
	Tense Changes

Past

Present

Future


DEVICE DETECTIVE HELPER
TASK: To identify the language features used by _____________ (author’s name) during the reading of  _______________________
	AUTHOR’ USE OF PUNCTUATION TYPES (Tick if found in the text)

	Commas ,

	Apostrophes ‘

	Apostrophes ‘

	Exclamation Marks !

	Question Marks ?
	Talking/Quotation Marks “”



	Inverted Commas ‘’

(NOTE PAGE AND LINE NUMBER)

	Brackets / Parentheses ( )

(NOTE PAGE AND LINE NUMBER)

	Short sentences (1-6 words)
(NOTE PAGE AND LINE NUMBER)

	Onomatopoeia (sounds as words)

(NOTE PAGE AND LINE NUMBER)

	Semi-Colons ; 

(NOTE PAGE AND LINE NUMBER)


	Dashes or Hyphens - 

(NOTE PAGE AND LINE NUMBER)

	Colons :

(NOTE PAGE AND LINE NUMBER)

	
	
	

	AUTHOR’S USE OF ADJECTIVES, VERBS AND NOUNS (note page number, paragraph and line number to discuss with your group)

	Adding Detail: Who


	Adding Detail: When


	Adding Detail: Where (DESCRIBING THE SETTINGS)
Did the setting influence the mood of the chapter? Yes / No and is yes how?

 
	Adding Detail: Why


	Adding Detail: How



	Repetition

	Prepositions


	Adverbs
 
	Adverbial Phrases


	Connectives


	
	
	
	
	2A sentences



	Pronouns


	Figurative Language (Metaphors, similes, personifications)
	Alliteration
	Tense Changes



	Unfamiliar Vocabulary:

	Vocabulary I liked and could use in my writing:


